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	Month
	Essential Questions
	Content 

(link to state standards)
	Skills 

(link to state standards)
	Assessment
	Books & Other  Materials

	Sept
	 What makes a “good play?”
What draws an individual designer/ director/artist to a piece of work?

How does one’s individual aesthetic contribute to his/her design work for the stage? 

How do theatrical designs enhance storytelling?

	Standard 2: Reading and Writing Scripts
Standard 4: Technical Theatre

Individual Design Aesthetics

Group Play Design Concept
	2.11     Read plays from a variety of genres; compare and contrast structure of plays and other forms of literature.
2.12     Demonstrate understanding of the playwright as a collaborating artist.
4.4     Read and analyze a play for its technical requirements, identifying points in the script that require the addition of a technical element.
4.6     Draw renderings, floor plans, and/or build models of sets for dramatic works and explain choices using visual elements and principles.

4.8     Demonstrate an understanding of the relationships among scenery, properties, lighting, sound, costumes, and make-up in creating a unified theatrical effect for a dramatic work.
4.12     Conduce research to inform the design of sets, costumes, sound, and lighting for a dramatic production. 
	 Participation in classroom discussion.
Visual research of personal aesthetic assignments.

In-class reading (out loud) of the play.

Homework second reading of the play.

Floor Plan Practice

Design Elements:

-Emotional Response

-Emotional Research

-Practical Research

-Floor plan/Elevation

-Costume Plate
	Play for group design plan, varies by year. Ex. A Midsummer Night’s Dream, The Birds, The Hundred Dresses.
Text Set 1: Drawing the Figure

Graph paper

Rulers

Pencils

Tracing paper

Watercolor paper

Gouache

Colored pencils



	Oct
	How has theater evolved throughout history? 

How does one effectively collaborate with a team of directors and designers?
How does one plan for and smoothly operate a theatrical company? 

How does the stage layout influence the theatrical designer? 

Why is it necessary to have a standard set of vocabulary for work in the theater?
	Standard 3: Directing

Standard 4: Technical Theatre
Theater History: Greek, Roman, Medieval

Roles and Responsibilities in the Theater

Stage Types/Areas and The Rehearsal Process

	3.2     Read plays from a variety of cultures and historical periods, describe their themes, interpret their characters’ intentions and motivations, and determine their staging requirements

3.3     Recognize and describe the distinct roles and responsibilities of the director, actors, stage manager, set and costumes designers, and others 
3.4     Identify and use appropriate vocabulary to describe kinds of stage spaces, stage directions, areas of the stage, and basic blocking techniques. 
3.5     Demonstrate an understanding of the purpose of the rehearsal process
4.3     Recognize and understand the roles and responsibilities of various technical personnel


	Participation in classroom discussion.

Reading of play handouts for homework.

Quiz 1
	Excerpts from Antigone, The Birds, and Everyman

Handout: Theatrical Roles and Responsibilities


	Nov
	How has theater evolved throughout history? 

(continued)
How does one effectively communicate the vision for the piece through images?

	Standard 2: Reading and Writing Scripts

Standard 3: Directing

Standard 4: Technical Theatre

Theater History: Renaissance and Reformation, Elizabethan (Shakespeare), Restoration Drama
Designer’s Notebook Introduction and Beginning Work

	3.2     Read plays from a variety of cultures and historical periods, describe their themes, interpret their characters’ intentions and motivations, and determine their staging requirements

4.4     Read and analyze a play for its technical requirements, identifying points in the script that require the addition of a technical element.

4.12     Conduct research to inform the design of sets, costumes, sound, and lighting for a dramatic production. 
	Participation in classroom discussion.

Journal Entry #1: Statement of Designer’s Intent

Completion of initial stages of Designer’s Notebook: play choice, Emotional Response, Image Research  (E+P)


	Excerpts from Shakespeare (plays, Sonnet 65), Moliere (The Miser), 
Text Set 2: Restoration Drama 
Examples of past student Designer’s Notebooks



	Dec
	How does one effectively communicate intensions of the playwright, director, and designer visually and aurally?
How do various technical elements work cohesively together to create one design scheme?
	Standard 2: Reading and Writing Scripts

Standard 3: Directing

Standard 4: Technical Theatre

Theater History: 18th, 19th and 20th Century Theater
Designer’s Notebook Completion


	3.2     Read plays from a variety of cultures and historical periods, describe their themes, interpret their characters’ intentions and motivations, and determine their staging requirements

4.4     Read and analyze a play for its technical requirements, identifying points in the script that require the addition of a technical element.


4.12     Conduct research to inform the design of sets, costumes, sound, and lighting for a dramatic production.
	Participation in classroom discussion.

Completion of next stages of Designer’s Notebook: Floor Plan, Elevation, Costume Plot and Plates, Sound Cues, Props list, Lighting Scheme, etc.

Quiz 2: Theatre History


	Excerpts from various Modern Dramatic works (20th century Realism, Modernism, Theater of the Absurd) 
Graph paper

Rulers

Pencils

Tracing paper

Watercolor paper

Gouache

Colored pencils

Plastic page protectors


	Jan
	How does one determine the success of a particular design element or concept? 

	Standard 5: Critical Response

Designer’s Notebook Presentation

	5.13     Use group-generated criteria to assess their own work and the work of others
5.14     Demonstrate objectivity in assessing their personal abilities and creative endeavors


	Participation in classroom discussion.

Presentation of completed Designer’s Notebook.
Journal Entry #2:  My Design Process
Self and peer evaluation forms.
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