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	Month
	Essential Questions
	Content 

(link to state standards)
	Skills 

(link to state standards)
	Assessment
	Books & Other  Materials

	Sept 
(Feb.)
	 What is playmaking? 
What elements drive the playwright to create work?

How do our personal selves appear in or influence our work as playwrights?  

	 Standard 2: Reading and Writing Scripts
Identifying as Playwright
Introduction of whatever source material/prompt/structure/etc. we will be working with (varies by semester)
	2.12     Demonstrate an understanding of the playwright as a collaborating artist who works with the director, actors, designers, and technicians 
	 Journal Entry #1: Plays I Have Connected With

Participation in classroom activities and discussion.

Weekly writing assignments. 
	Resources (books, plays, articles, websites, etc.) that inform about source material


	Oct
(Mar.)
	What influences the playwright to create material? 
How can the playwright best tell the story? 

What does effective dialogue look/sound like?
What subjects are important to me as a playwright?  

How does the experience of writing independently differ from that of writing collaboratively? 
	Standard 1: Acting
Standard 2: Reading and Writing Scripts

Standard 3: Directing

Experimentation with various play writing techniques:

-Environmental Sound

-Music Prompt

-Headlines

-Beginning, Middle, End

-Tableaux

-Dreams

-Improv

Begin generating material for final performance
	1.14     Create complex and believable characters through the integration of physical, vocal, and emotional choices.

1.15     Demonstrate an understanding of dramatic work by developing a character analysis

1.17     Demonstrate an increased ability to work effectively alone and collaboratively with a partner or in an ensemble

2.12     Using the correct form and structure, collaboratively write an original script or a dramatic adaptation 

2.13     Using the correct form and structure, collaboratively write an original script or a dramatic adaptation of a literary work


	Weekly (at least) writing assignments.
Participation in classroom activities and discussion.

Journal Entry 2: Independent vs. Collaborative writing
	Newspapers (headlines)
Music sources

Paper, Markers, etc. 


	Nov
(Apr.)
	Continued from Oct.
	Standard 1: Acting
Standard 2: Reading and Writing Scripts

Standard 3: Directing

Continue creating work for final performance
	2.14     Using the correct form and structure, independently write a one-act play that includes fully developed characters, believable dialogue, and logical plot development 
*note, done collaboratively, during most semesters.

3.5     Demonstrate an understanding of the purpose of the rehearsal process as a means of refining and revising work leading to a finished performance

3.6     Rehearse and Perform a variety of dramatic works for peers or invited audiences

3.8     Stage informal presentation for a variety of audiences

	Weekly (at least) writing assignments.

Participation in classroom activities and discussion.


	

	Dec
(May)
	What preparation is required for a final, formal performance?

How does the actor “drop into” different characters? 

How does the actor react to audience response?  
	Standard 1: Acting
Standard 2: Reading and Writing Scripts

Standard 3: Directing

Standard 5: Critical Response

Finalize work for final performance

In-class and at home preparation 

Final Performance for audience
	1.17     Demonstrate an increased ability to work effectively alone and collaboratively with a partner or in an ensemble

1.19     Demonstrate a high level of consistency and believability in portraying characters on stage in formal dramatic productions

1.20     Demonstrate sensitivity to audience response

2.13     Using the correct form and structure, collaboratively write an original script or a dramatic adaption of a literary work

2.14     Using the correct form and structure, independently write a one-act play that includes fully developed characters, believable dialogue, and logical plot development 

*note, done collaboratively, during most semesters.
3.7     Select a scene from original or scripted material, conduct research on the historical period, genre, playwright, and other relevant information, determine casting, staging, and technical requirements, and articulate the rational for all artistic choices
3.8     Stage informal presentation for a variety of audiences

3.9     Direct a one-act play for public audience

*note, done collaboratively, during most semesters.

5.14     Demonstrate objectivity in assessing their personal abilities and creative endeavors

5.15     Demonstrate an ability to receive and act upon coaching, feedback, and constructive criticism
	Participation in classroom activities and discussion.

Memorization and Preparation for final performance

Journal Entry 3: Reflection on Final Performance 
	Materials for final performance (set, props, costumes, etc. varies by semester)


	Jan
(Jun.)


	How have I grown as an actor through this course progression?
	Standard 5: Critical Response
	5.14     Demonstrate objectivity in assessing their personal abilities and creative endeavors
5.15     Demonstrate an ability to receive and act upon coaching, feedback, and constructive criticism

5.16     Devise specific methods for documenting and assessing one’s own artistic development throughout participation in a theatre project
5.17     Document and reflect upon their own work created over several years and identify successful approaches that could be applied in the development of future work


	Timeline of Theater Arts Work. 
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