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	Month
	Essential Questions
	Content 

(link to state standards)
	Skills 

(link to state standards)
	Assessment
	Books & Other  Materials

	Sept
	How does long form improv differ from short form/improv games? 
How do improv skills assist the actor in scripted work as well as improvisation activities? 

How does the actor reflect up on the quality of his/her own work?


	 Standard 1: Acting 
Standard 2: Reading and Writing Scripts

Standard 5: Critical Response 

Long form Improv: The HAROLD 

Beginning, Middle, Ending scene creation

Long form Improv: devising scene work

	1.14     Create complex and believable characters through the integration of physical, vocal and emotional choices.

1.17     Demonstrate an increased ability to work effectively alone and collaboratively with a partner in an ensemble
2.12     Using the correct form and structure, collaboratively write an original script or a dramatic adaptation 

5.13     Use group-generated criteria to assess their own work and the work of others

5.14     Demonstrate objectivity  in assessing their personal abilities and creative endeavors
5.15     Demonstrate the ability to receive and act upon coaching, feedback and constructive criticism
	 Participation in classroom activities and discussion.

Reading for homework

Journal Entry #1: How do you use improvisation in everyday life?

Goal Setting Sheet

Goal Reflecting Sheet

Generation of scene beginnings, middle, endings


	Books about long form Improvisation: Impro, Long Form Improv,
YouTube clips of various professional Harold performances


	Oct
	How does the actor most effectively share energy and space with his/her scene partner?

What are key elements in Modern Drama? 

How did various playwrights adapt/use themes elements in creating original, new work?

What are the essential models of various modern acting theorists? 


	Standard 1: Acting 
Standard 2: Reading and Writing Scripts

Standard 3: Directing
Standard 5: Critical Response 

Partner Scenes: The Duck Variations
Review: Beat, Objective, Obstacle, Tactic
Introduction of various acting theorists applied to scene work (Meisner, Hagan, Adler, Stanislavsky, etc.) 
Introduction of 20th Century (Modern) drama

Reading of a play from 20th century drama
	1.14     Create complex and believable characters through the integration of physical, vocal and emotional choices.

1.15     Demonstrate an understanding of a dramatic work by developing a character analysis

1.17     Demonstrate an increased ability to work effectively alone and collaboratively with a partner in an ensemble

1.18     Apply appropriate acting techniques and styles in performance of plays from a variety of dramatic genres and historical periods

2.11     Read plays from a variety of genres and styles, compare and contrast the structure of plays to the structure of other forms of literature

3.5     Demonstrate an understanding of the purpose of the rehearsal process as a means of refining and revising work leading to a finished performance

5.13     Use group-generated criteria to assess their own work and the work of others

5.14     Demonstrate objectivity  in assessing their personal abilities and creative endeavors

5.15     Demonstrate the ability to receive and act upon coaching, feedback and constructive criticism
	Participation in classroom activities and discussion.

Completion of script reading for homework.

Final scene presentation, including memorization of script.

Script analysis: beat marking, objectives

Paper #1: The Duck Variations and modern drama

Journal Entry #2: Which acting theory works best for you as the actor? 
	David Mamet’s The Duck Variations.

One 20th century modern dramatic play: The Wild Duck, Hedda Gabler, A Doll’s House, Miss Julie, The Cherry Orchard, Death of a Salesman, etc. etc. 


	Nov
	How does classic, heightened text challenge the actor in a different way than modern text? 
How does Shakespeare utilize meter and rhyme to assist the actor in performance? 

How does Shakespeare’s language relate to modern situations (personal, or otherwise)?
	Standard 1: Acting

Standard 5: Critical Response

Continued study of 20th Century Works

Classic Monologues: Shakespeare
Meter and Rhyme

Imagery and other literary devices used in performance
	1.14     Create complex and believable characters through the integration of physical, vocal and emotional choices.

1.15     Demonstrate an understanding of a dramatic work by developing a character analysis

1.17     Demonstrate an increased ability to work effectively alone and collaboratively with a partner in an ensemble

1.18     Apply appropriate acting techniques and styles in performance of plays from a variety of dramatic genres and historical periods

5.13     Use group-generated criteria to assess their own work and the work of others

5.14     Demonstrate objectivity  in assessing their personal abilities and creative endeavors

5.15     Demonstrate the ability to receive and act upon coaching, feedback and constructive criticism


	Participation in classroom activities and discussion.

Dramaturgy of source play with in-class presentation
Journal Entry #3: Study of My Natural Voice


	Selection of Shakespearean monologues, men’s and women’s.
The Essential Shakespeare Handbook (excerpts)
Kristin Linklater’s books: Freeing the Natural Voice and Freeing Shakespeare’s Voice (excerpts) 


	Dec
	Continued from November
	Continued from November
	Continued from November
	Final Performances of Classic Monologues
Journal Entry #4: Reflection of final performance

Goal Reflection Sheet

Peer Feedback Sheets
	Continued from November

	Jan
	How does the actor determine his/her “type” and use it his/her advantage? 
What does a successful audition look like? 
	Standard 1: Acting

Audition Preparation and Execution
	1.20     Demonstrate sensitivity to audience response 
	Rating sheet for audition examples seen in class.
Creation of Artistic Resume 

Material Selection for mock audition

	Video recordings of auditions (dvd).
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