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Shakespeare: Playing the Text
Teacher (s): Anne Slotnick

Grade(s): 9-12
Date Created/Revised:  May 2013
	Month
	Essential Questions
	Content 

(link to state standards)
	Skills 

(link to state standards)
	Assessment
	Books & Other  Materials

	Sept
	How did Shakespeare’s surroundings and upbringing influence his writing?

What are the fundamental differences between prose and verse writing? 


	 Full Play Reading: (varies by semester)
The Elizabethan World Picture/Shakespeare’s Life and Times


	
	 Participation in classroom reading, discussions, and activities
Vocab quizzes

Response #1: Themes in the play (varies by semester) 
	Copies of whichever play is being read (past plays: As You Like It) 
Tillyard’s The Elizabethan World Picture 


	Oct
	How does Shakespeare utilize meter and rhyme in his writings?
What is the significance of the story of the sonnets?
What is the significance of the sonnet structure?
	Meter and Rhyme 
The Sonnets
	
	Sonnet Project: Scansion, Recitation, Essay (Response #2)

	Copies of Shakespeare’s Complete Sonnets


	Nov
	Where does your natural resonance live most strongly? 
How can the actor use resonance techniques to create character? 

How can the actor use Meter and Rhyme to assist in character development?
	Monologue Unit/Mask Work
	
	Creation of Character Mask

	John Barton’s Playing Shakespeare

Linklater’s Freeing the Natural Voice, Freeing Shakespeare’s Voice

Mask-Making Supplies



	Dec
	How can the actor utilize his/her physicality to create character?

	Monologue Performances
	
	Performance of Monologue in Mask

Peer Critique

Response #3: Monologue Reflection
	

	Jan
	How does Shakespeare utilize meter/rhyme/ literary devises to enhance his scenes?

	Shakespearean Partner/Group Scenes
	
	Rehearsal and Performance of Shakespearean Scenes

Peer Critique 

Response #4: Final Reflection
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