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	Month
	Essential Questions
	Content 

(link to state standards)
	Skills 

(link to state standards)
	Assessment
	Books & Other  Materials

	Sept
	 How did the introduction of film change the entertainment industry?
How did film become a major influence on country politically and socially?

What makes a “good film?” A “good actor?”
What factor influence the viewing experience for an audience member?

What are the essential elements of Silent Film?

	Individual as a movie-viewer: personal taste/experience 

Early Film: Nostalgia, Progressive vs. Populist ideals in film

Silent Film: Buster Keaton and Charlie Chaplin

Introduction to Propaganda Film


	
	 Response #1: Memorable Movie Experience
Response #2: Silent Film, Chaplin vs. Keaton

Participation in classroom activities and discussion.
	Text Set 1: Progressivism vs. Populism 

Film Selections:

The Birth of a Nation,
Chaplin Shorts,
Gold Rush,
The General,
Keaton “talkies” (shorts),
The Great Dictator 

	Oct
	What elements make up Propaganda film as a genre?

What elements make up Epic Film as a genre? 

How does Epic Film relate to the idea of Epic Poetry?
	Propaganda Film: purpose, tactics, influences, effects. 
Epic Film: techniques, tactics, qualifiers 


	
	Response 3: Pitch a Propaganda Film

Participation in classroom activities and discussion.

	Film Selections:
Triumph of the Will ,

Why We Fight,
Reefer Madness /Tell Your Children,
SiCKO,
Capitalism: A Love Story
The Wizard of Oz,
Gone With the Wind,
LOTR: 1,
Lawrence of Arabia,
The 300,
Star Wars,
The Last Samurai,
Citizen Kane

	Nov
	What are the unique cinematography elements of Film Noir?
How does Cinematography affect/be affected by plot, content, character, etc.? 


	Film Noir: Cinematography
1940’s/post WWII Nostalgia 

Animation Intro
	
	Response 4: Cinematography in Epic Film and Flim Noir. 
Participation in classroom activities and discussion.
	Casablanca,
The Maltese Falcon,
Detour

Meet Me in St. Louis,
It’s a Wonderful Life, or
Mr. Deeds goes to Town

	Dec
	How has the technique of animation affected and been affected by the greater American film industry?
	Animation cont’d 
       Traditional :full, limited
       Stop Motion

       Rotoscoping

      CGI

Firsts in Film: pop-culture impact throughout American film history
	
	Stop Motion Animation project

Response #5: Animation and the Film Industry
Participation in classroom activities and discussion.
	Early Disney clips: Steamboat Willie,
 Oswald the Lucky Rabbit, Snow White, Fantasia,
The Nightmare Before Christmas,
Fantastic Mr. Fox,
A Pixar Story,
WakingSleeping Beauty,
Toy Story,
Waking Life,
Avatar

Jaws,
The Graduate

	Jan
	
	Level IV Independent Research Project Presentations

American Cinema Wrap Up
	
	
	These Amazing Shadows
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