Ensemble Play Writing Lesson Plan
Lesson Title: “Rivalry All Around Us”                

Subject/Course: Theatre Arts 

Topic: Ensemble Writing       

Grade Level: 9-12          

Designed By: Anne Slotnick and Stephanie Evatt

STAGE 1—Desired Results:

Established Goals:

Content Standards: (http://www.doe.mass.edu/frameworks/arts/1099.doc)

· Demonstrate an increased ability to work effectively alone and collaboratively with a 
partner or in an ensemble. (1.17)
Enduring Understandings: Students will understand that…

· Individuals must rely on each other when working in an ensemble setting.

· Each individual plays a crucial role in the ensemble.

· Ensemble work requires communication and compromise from each member.

· Rivalry occurs in many different forms, both in theater and real life.  

Essential Questions:

· Is it easier to work in a group than by yourself?

· Can you be a leader if you are normally a follower? Or vice versa? 

· How does rivalry manifest itself in life?

· How can you use your personal experiences with rivalry to create a theatrical work?

Students Will Know…

· How to collaborate with others.

· Appropriate vocabulary for the creation of theatrical works.

· The definition and manifestations of rivalry. 

Students Will Be Able To…

· Share their ideas and communicate clearly and effectively with the group.

· Listen and respond to the opinions of others.

· Respect each other’s thoughts and contributions.

· Develop a story line and characters.

STAGE 2—Assessment Evidence:

Performance Tasks: 
1) Writing about Rivalry— Each group of students will write words or phrases about rivalry on a large piece of paper/poster board, displaying their knowledge of and experiences with the subject. 

“You will be given a large piece of paper and markers. The group will sit around the paper and silently write down any words, phrases, ideas, etc. about rivalry and what it means to each of you. You will be assessed by your willingness to participate and your ability to stay in the moment and on task.”

Key Criteria:

· Ability to preserve the integrity of the silence in the room.

· Ability to stay on task and focused.

· Effort to contribute to the writing.

2) Brainstorming Scene Ideas—Students will discuss possible scene ideas as a group. They will produce a character list and basic outline for their piece.

“You will talk as a group about possible scene ideas, using the writing from step one. You will be required to use every member of the ensemble as a both a contributing writer and actor in the scene. You will be assessed by your individual participation and listening skills displayed during the discussion. You will be expected to collaborate as a group and merge various ideas into one scene. You will present a list of possible characters and a basic plot line to the rest of the class at the end of the allotted time.”

Key Criteria:

· Appropriate responses to others’ ideas and contributions.

· Clear and complete explanation of the possible scene ideas.

· Inclusion of each and every member of the ensemble. 

Other Evidence:
1) Scene work: students will continue to write short pieces in their ensembles. They will use the remainder of the semester to create scenes about various subjects, culminating in a final performance. The quality of their work will be judged based on their displays of effort and the progress they show from beginning to end. 

Learning Activities:

1) Begin the class by presenting the students with the topic of rivalry and important rivalries throughout history. Allow the students a minute or so to think of famous rivalries throughout history. Ask for initial volunteers to present a rivalry to the rest of the class, using other classmates if necessary. The presentations will be in the form of silent tableaus and the class will guess what each rivalry is. After the first few volunteers, open the exercise up to everyone to jump in as they please, again using classmates to assist them. The exercise should be fast paced and energetic, and involve as much of the class as possible. The students might be encouraged to think about the many different forms of rivalry and how point of view affects them. 

2) From the initial rivalry exercise, transition into “Milling and Seething” around the room. Have the class break into group of various sizes (ie. two people, three people, eight people, etc.). Remind the class of the “leftovers” policy, where individuals who are left out of groups in one round, must be included in groups in the next round. End with making two equal (or almost equal in the even of an odd number) groups of classmates, which will become their respective ensembles. 

3) Ask each group to find a separate spot on the floor to sit in the classroom. Give each group a large piece of paper or poster board and enough markers so that each person has one to write with. Student will use the next few minutes (3-5 min.) to write down what comes to mind when they think about rivalry. Request that the students preserve the integrity of the silence, even if they cannot think of many things to write down. Clarify that it is not a contest to see who can write more, but rather a period of reflection for each individual in the ensemble. 

4) The students will engage in a period of brainstorming in their separate ensembles. They should be encouraged to address what stands out to them from the previous writing exercise and how those things could be turned into a scene. Students might be asked to choose one defining theme from what is written on the paper, or to merge multiple ideas. Each student should be encouraged to share their ideas and respond to those of others. Allow students to take enough time to formulate a few basic plot ideas and list of possible characters for their scene. Require that they utilize every member of the ensemble, even if that means having multiple actors playing the same character. Challenge students to think creatively about the numerous possibilities for how to structure and perform their scenes. As they go along, have the students appoint at least one person to take notes and/or organize the thoughts of the group for future reference. 

5) After the ensembles have had sufficient time to create their character lists and basic plot ideas, ask them to present whatever they have to the other half of the class. All students should remain quiet and respectful as they listen to the presentation by the other ensemble. Challenge the presenting group by asking questions to push their ideas further (who’s story are you presenting? Why is it important to you to tell this story? Where can you push this further?). Allow the students to be unable to provide answers immediately, but encourage them to continue thinking about the questions as they write the final scene. 

